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World Cup, World Expo, And “Third World” Links 
July 10, 2010 in Uncategorized by jwasserstrom | 1 comment 
This is shaping up to be a big year for cities of the Global South (or what in the past was more often 
called the “Third World”) to serve as first-time hosts for mega-events, whether of the top-tier variety 
(defined here as those, like the Olympics, that involve or at least could involve more than a hundred 
countries) or of the second-tier type (those like, say, the Pan-American Games, that draw in nations 
belonging to just one region or having something else specific in common). Starting with a pair of 
second-tier but still major sporting events, October will find New Delhi hosting its first Commonwealth 
Games, while the month after that Guangzhou will host its first Asian Games. Moving to the top-tier 
and the present, not only is the World Expo being staged in Shanghai (something of which all readers 
of this blog are well aware by now) but the World Cup is drawing to a close in several South African 
cities (something that is well known to nearly everyone on the planet—even most Americans, for a 
change, this time around). 
The links between some of these disparate extravaganzas are tenuous at best (if there’s a strong tie 
between the Commonwealth Games and the World Cup, for example, I’m not aware of it), while those 
between others are obvious (the Asian Games and the World Expo, for instance, are promoted 
together on some websites in China, where both are treated as sequels of a sort to the Beijing Games, 
which is sure to be remembered as having garnered far more international attention than both the 
Shanghai and Guangzhou mega-events combined). The focus of this short post is on a mega-event 
connection that falls somewhere in between unconnected and the tightly connected mega-events. For 
it looks at the way the Shanghai Expo and the World Cup are tied together. 
 
I was unaware of any intertwining of the World Expo and the World Cup until I arrived in Shanghai 
and began to notice several. One is flagged in the image provided above (photo credit: Gina Bock), 
which shows a location in Yu Garden, a popular Shanghai tourist site, where visitors can choose 
between posing by a giant soccer ball (that is shown) and a statue of Haibao (that is out of the 
frame—though, like many shots taken in the city’s these days, an image of the Expo mascot is clearly 
in view). Two other connections were ones I clocked on my first short trip to the World’s Fair grounds 
themselves. These are suggested in the following two photos, both of which I took. The lower one 
shows people at the Expo gazing at a World Cup match displayed on a giant screen. The upper one 
shows the action of a video game, projected on the outside of the Brazilian Pavilion. The action in this 
game is affected by people using their mobile phones to call in. 
 
If we focus on Mao and forget Haibao, what can we make of these Expo-World Cup ties? Well, the first 
paramount leader of the PRC did value Third World solidarity, but somehow I don’t think this is what 
he had in mind. Still, perhaps he would be pleased that there was a lot of support in China (before 
these teams got knocked out) for World Cup competitors from places like Brazil, Argentina, and for a 
time even North Korea. 
Too bad, he might think, that the only choice for Chinese fans now is to pick between rooting for one 
or another European country that, in its heyday, had an empire that included Asian colonies. 
 
